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RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 

SIR: 

Responsive to the restriction requirement in the Office Action of October 19, 2004, 
Applicants hereby elect species A (Figure 1) for prosecution on the merits, for the event that no 
generic claim is finally held to be allowable. 

Claims 1-7, 9-10, 18 and 20 read on the embodiment shown in Figure 1. 

Pursuant to the requirement to elect a subspecies, Applicants hereby elect subspecies 
A (Figures 16-17). Claim 19 read on this subspecies. 

Pursuant to the further requirement to elect a subspecies, Applicants hereby elect 
subspecies AA (Figure 25). Claim 8 reads on this subspecies. 



The election of subspecies AA is contrary to the examiner's requirement to elect one 
of subspecies EE-II if species A is elected, but accords with a telephone interview conducted on 
October 27, 2004. That is, it is clear from the specification that the slide valve of Figures 25 could 
be substituted for the seat value shown in Figure 1; Applicants withdraw their earlier statement that 

*\ 

there is a conflict. 

./ 

■ 

By substituting the slide valve of Figure 25 for the seat valve shown in Figure 1, 
claims 7 (which recites a seat valve) is no longer applicable. By substituting the annular seal of 
Figures 16 and 17 for the annular seal shown in Figure 1, claim 20 is no longer applicable. 

Claims 1-6, 8-10, 18 and 19 read on the species A as modified by subspecies A and 

subspecies AA. 

Early examination and action on the merits are solicited. If any objections remain, 
ca call to the undersigned is requested. 

Any additional fees or charges required at this time in connection with the 
application may be charged to our Patent and Trademark Office Deposit Account No. 03-2412. 
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